December 22nd, 2002
Hi Gavin

May be a shorter letter this week. Not much seems to be happening. Good to get your call the other day. Also got your Christmas card. Thanks. Thanks too for the photo. Today is the winter solstice, the shortest day of the year. 

Nadine has been here for a week now. At the moment it is 11 a.m. and she is still sleeping. It took her a while to overcome her jet-lag, what with late nights and all! She is renewing her NZ passport and is having the same problems as you regarding the proof of birth certificate. And. like you, she has to use the expensive 3-day service because of all the holidays at this time of the year. She has been spending a lot of time with her friend Lisa. I will get Nadine to add a bit to this letter as she did last week. 


Looked up the Rugby website. Saw that a book has come out on the 100 greatest All Blacks. Number 1 was Colin Meads – have you heard of him? He was an All Black in my days. Because of his toughness, his nickname was "Pinetree:” Once, in the days before replacements were allowed, he continued to play even with a broken arm (though I am not sure if it was known at the time that it was broken). Jonah Lomu, who was number 23 on the list, refused to sign the book. He was criticised for this, but his story is that he did not feel good enough just yet that his name to have been included at all. Also, he says he was unhappy with the commercial pressure to sign. If his reasons are genuine, I would tend to agree. His signature would doubtless help the sales the book. However, if the book was prepared for charitable purposes, he should has signed (I don’t know if the was for charity or not). 


Yesterday’s run was much better than last week. Most of it was quite enjoyable. It also helped to finish off my cold. Ran from University Station across the river up to Stage 4 of the Maclehose trail, along to Kowloon Peak and nearly to Lion Rock, down to Shatin and back along the riverbank and the racecourse to CU. The time was the same as for last year at 3 hours 2 minutes. This was despite my left calf suddenly giving in at about the 2½-hour point when I was 2 minutes faster than last year. Very painful. Could have walked but managed to shuffle along at a speed that couldn’t have been too much slower than for that stretch last year. When I got back, Nadine was on the bed asleep. She has been to Lisa’s overnight and got to bed very late. 

Arthur Li (the former Vice Chancellor of CU and now Minister of Education) announced last week that the government subsidy to ESF schools may be removed. That would increase fees by about 40%! No comment from the ESF itself. Read an article in the newspaper by a regular columnist who also has children at ESF schools. He generally supports the removal of the subsidy. He points out that there are 3 categories of students: (1) those of employees of overseas companies, (2) those of rich or relatively rich local families and (3) genuinely less well-off expatriates. Those in Groups 1 and 2 could afford the increase and, he believes, should not expect the HK taxpayer to subsidise them. Those in Group 3 can, as at present, apply for grants, and this scheme could be extended. I suppose we came into Group 1. But, a point I thought of that he didn’t mention, is that people from HK who go to other countries to work can choose to send their children to free public schools. So this is a point that might also be considered.


Last Sunday there was a big protest march from Victoria Park to Central protesting against the planned Article 23 (anti subversion) legislation. The organisers expected about 5000 to turn out, the Police said there were about 12 000 and independent observers estimated that is was nearer 60 000! And there were people from all walks of life. The “opposition”, i.e. the pro-Beijing supporters of the legislation have planned their own march for today (they are assembling right now). This will include the left-wing trade unions. These are the groups who were involved in the 1967 communist riots and bombings, which left about 50 dead, but were not supported by most of the population many of who had fled communist China for HK. I was reading another article which suggests that groups such as these (though the article did not name anybody) see Article 23 as “payback” time and the opportunity for some sort of revenge! 


The ‘wild west’ of HK – here in Yuen Long – has been in the news. The bodies of two young girls (ages 10 and 11) have been found. They had disappeared while returning home from school, one just the other day and the other a few weeks ago. Terrible! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! (As this letter will definitely not get to you before Christmas; it may not even arrive before the New Year). 

That’s about it for now. Thinking of you. 

Cheers, 

Dad

Hi Geh-Wig,

                     Deddy makes it seem like I’ve been sleeping the whole time…no no no…I have been doing quite a lot. I was out the other night and guess who I bumped in to…Sean Rogers, Bernie and Juliet Cockram (sp?). It was quite funny coz they didn’t recognise me! hehe, well, they all say ‘hi’.

Well, I plan on doing all the touristy stuff soon…go to the Peak and all that. Annemarie and Lisa are both on holiday now. Anni’s on the Star Leo going round to Vietnam, and Lisa’s now in Malaysia for the week. Suzie’s back, the one from England, did I tell you she moved back to England? She’s been going back and forth. I got some nice clothes in Mong Kok he other day, I’ll go to Sham Shui Po sometime too. Took me ages to find some nice jeans, I had the whole store helping me! heheh.

Well, hope everything with you good. Been doing anything interesting? Is it still really hot there? How’s the Army base? Been treating you well?

Ok, I’m gonna go eat now. I just got up so I’m rather hungry. OOO I went to eat at that restaurant the other day. the place we ate at last year..? I had macaroni and stuff, wasn’t very fun by myself. Next time you come back we can go together yeah?

ok, I’m gonna go now!

Love You, -Pene
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